
Abstract 

Planting trees in coastal deserts could capture carbon dioxide, reduce harsh desert temperatures, 
boost rainfall, revitalise soils and produce cheap bio fuels. Large-scale plantations of the hardy 
jatropha tree, Jatropha curcas, could help sequester carbon dioxide through a process known as 
'carbon farming', according to a study based on data gathered in Mexico and Oman that was 
published in Earth System Dynamics last month (31 July). The technique is competitive with 
high-tech carbon capture and storage. A jatropha plantation covering just three per cent of the 
Arabian Desert could “absorb all the carbon dioxide produced by cars in Germany over two 
decades”, according to the study’s lead author, Klaus Becker. In this talk, I will talk about the 
potential and benefits of Jatropha cultivation in India. 
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